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2019 THEME
MY STORY FROM THE FIELDS:
GROWING MY DREAMS

ART WINNERS
AGES 10 – 13
1st Place: JOSHUA SIMON
2nd Place: ANDRA C. DE DIOS GARCIA
3rd Place: YAZMIN FARIAS SANCHEZ
AGES 14-18
1st Place: JULIETA CRUZ FLORES
2nd Place: BRISSA J. PIMENTEL
3rd Place: PEDRO GOMEZ
3rd Place: ARGIMIRO JIMENEZ

ESSAY WINNERS
AGES 10 – 13
1st Place: EMILY CAMACHO
2nd Place: JOEL SANTOS
3rd Place: LAURA G. GOMEZ
AGES 14-18
1st Place: ROSE C. MARTINEZ
2nd Place: JESUS CARRILLO
3rd Place: ANNAHI GARZA

Dear Reader,
As many as 500,000 children work in agriculture in the United States, yet their voices are rarely
heard and their struggles poorly understood. The annual Association of Farmworker
Opportunity Program (AFOP) Migrant & Seasonal Farmworker Children Essay & Art Contests
are a concerted effort by the AFOP’s Children in the Fields Campaign to help farmworker
children share their stories and document what it is like for young people to labor in the fields.
This booklet features the first, second, and third place winning submissions for the 2019
contest year. This year’s theme was “My Story from The Fields: Growing My Dreams”.
Winning submissions were selected by members of the Child Labor Coalition and will appear in
AFOP’s Washington Newsline and be presented to key members of Congress. These images
and words illuminate the struggles and hopes of our nation’s most marginalized population
and demonstrate the potential that exists for young people who are given the opportunity to
work hard in the classroom rather than in the fields.
You can find more information, including all of our winning entries, by visiting our website:
www.afop.org/cif.

Sincerely,

Melanie Forti
Health & Safety Programs Director
Children In the Fields Campaign Director
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Program

ART
Category 10-13
1st Place
JOSHUA SIMON
Age: 11
Location: California
The person in the fields represents me. I am planting my dreams. The fruit in the fields
represents my dreams growing. The tree represents my dream fully grown and are
happening. The sun represents the challenges of working in the fields.

2nd Place
ANDREA C. DE DIOS GARCIA
Age: 11
Location: California

My mom and dad did not have the opportunity to study, and I who have the opportunity I will achieve my dreams of being
someone in life so my parents feel very proud of me because those are also their dreams. I know that by studying I can
achieve what I want to be in the future. I could work for less and grab more money, but the reality of my mom is that she
works too much and grab less money. She faces a lot of things by working in the fields. In the mornings she has to wake
up too early every single day, she also doesn’t have a lot of time to be with us. In conclusion, I wan to be someone important
in my future and that my dad and mom feel so proud of me of what I did and made all my effort and also the effort of
them.

3rd Place
YAZMIN FARIAS SANCHEZ
Age: 11
Location: North Carolina

My mom works in the fields, picking up squash and putting it into the bucket until she fills it up. Then she gives it to the
lady to wash the squash with soap and water and then pack it in a box. While the squash is being cleaned and packed, my
mom continues on picking squash and putting it into the bucket until the bucket is full. Then starts the whole process again
and again until there is a lot the boxes stacked on each other then delivered to the store. Then my mom is done with work
and then comes home tired, sweaty and dirty. To help my mom from being even more tired, my two little brothers, my
grandma and me do all the chores so then my mom would rest for another work day.

ART
Category 14-18
1st Place
JULIETA J. CRUZ FLORES
Age: 15
Location: California

This picture represents my life. The father of the girl in this drawing is trying and risking his life, all as long as her little girl
reaches the other side where she can find better opportunities to achieve her dreams. I drew this because my parents come
from afar alone, leaving everything and not looking back, and killing themselves at work and doing everything for me. It's
amazing how big a father's love is.

2nd Place
BRISSA JAZMIN PIMENTEL
Age: 17
Location: California

The piece shows my story in the fields. The right hand is painting the grape, the left dirty hand is cutting the grape. I love to
make art and my parents love to support my dreams. Unfortunately, my parents won’t always be there to help and we have
to come to a stop because they can’t financially help me with my dream. My parents had always told me to do whatever I
can to be happy and successful, but it can always mean I will have to work very had for it. Working in the grape fields is
pretty stressful, tiring and painful at some times. However, I come home even more motivated to make a new piece.

3rd Place
PEDRO GOMEZ
Age: 18
Location: Texas

This drawing may not make much sense
when you first look at it, but let me
explain. I drew my mom, but not
technically. I drew the older version of
my mom, and if you really stare at it, you
can form a smile on her face. This is
because my dream is simple, I want my
mother to be happy. She works all day,
comes home tired ad somehow provides
for a family of three children.

The art represents itself by showing symbolic views on how migrant workers
are enormously impacted in today’s society within there daily lives. On the
path for success, looking upon education to further grow as members of
society is symbolized as the traditional school bus. As most students go
about their daily lives not realizing the burden classmates carry, the life of a
migrant worker. Balancing this out like a comic book tale Students by
daylight, workers by dusk. The tractor symbolizing the enormous workflow
they overtake as most modern machineries ty to obtain their livelihoods.
Dividing these two are the colors RED, White and Blue representing
America. A country where we hold more freedom to express ourselves
although influenced by our past generations inherit their inequalities social
institutions like the government, education and religious groups help
overcome some unfortunate wounds but are influenced by Americans who
are bias with migrant workers.

3rd Place
ARGIMIRO JIMENEZ
Age: 15
Location: Texas

ESSAY
Category 10-13
1st Place
EMILY CAMACHO
Age: 11
Location: Washington

2nd Place
JOEL SANTOS
Age: 13
Location: California

3rd Place
LAURA G. GOMEZ
Age: 11
Location: Nevada

ESSAY
Category 14-18
1st Place
ROSE C. MARTINEZ
Age: 16
Location: Texas

2nd Place
JESUS CARRILLO
Age: 17
Location: Idaho

3rd Place
ANNAHI GARZA
Age: 15
Location: North Dakota

HONORABLE MENTIONS
ART: AGES 10-13
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aaron Cruz Flores
Brenda Molina
Eleazar Gonzalez
Evelyn Govea
Jessy Rivas Núñez
Kelly Galindo
Nayely Ortiz-Espinoza

ESSAY: AGES 10-13
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brayan Encarnacion
Emanuel Mendez
Guadalupe Leon Hurtado
Joshua Muniz Lopez
Kelly Galindo
Lizbet Gaspar Hernández
María Alejandra Angeles

ART: AGES 14-18
•
•
•
•

Caitlin Ruiz
Estefani Ponce
Leslie Naranjo
Sarahi Gonzalez

ESSAY: AGES 14-18
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alondra García-Huizache
Arianna Danielle Diaz
Grecia Lomeli Barajas
Jose Lopez
Magdali Lopez Garcia
Oscar Sánchez
Paola Caballero

Thank You!!!
The Migrant & Seasonal Farmworker Children
Essay and Art Contests was made possible thanks to
W.K. Kellogg Foundation grant # P3033500,
and the sponsorship of
National Consumers League,
and Earth Justice.

CAN SUPPORT AFOP’S EFFORTS
to fight for farmworker children’s rights, for a safe and
healthy life, for education, and for a better quality of
life overall by making a generous contribution to
AFOP’s Children In the Fields Campaign.

YES! I would like to make a contribution for the Children In the Fields Campaign efforts to
fight for farmworker children.
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Email:
Donation Form:

Zip Code:
Telephone #:

 Cash

 Check

Amount: $

Please make check to: AFOP and write in Memo: CIFC

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:
MELANIE FORTI
Health & Safety Programs Director
Children In the Fields Director
Tel: (202) 384-1771
Email: forti@afop.org

ASSOCIATION OF FARMWORKER
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMS
1120 20th St. NW, Suite 300 South
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 384-1754

FOLLOW US!
@CIFCampaign
@afophealth
@AFOPNational

GOLD SPONSORS

