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Dear Reader 

 

As many as 500,000 children work in agriculture in the United States, yet their voices are rarely heard and 

their struggles poorly understood. The annual Association of Farmworker Opportunity Program (AFOP) 

Migrant & Seasonal Farmworker Children Essay & Art Contests are a concerted effort by the AFOP Children in 

the Fields Campaign to help farmworker children share their stories and document what it is like for young 

people to labor in the fields.  

 

This booklet features the first place winning submissions for the 2016 contest year. This year’s theme was 

“Cultivating Roots of Opportunities.” Winning submissions were selected by members of the Child Labor 

Coalition and will appear in AFOP’s Washington Newsline and be presented to key members of Congress. 

These images and words illuminate the struggles and hopes of our nation’s most marginalized population and 

demonstrate the potential that exists for young people who are given the opportunity to work hard in the 

classroom rather than in the fields. 

 

You can find more information, including all of our winning entries, by visiting our website: 

www.afop.org/children-in-the-fields/connect-with-cif/. 

 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Melanie Forti  
Director of Health & Safety Programs 
& Children In the Fields Campaign 
Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs  
 

 
  

http://www.afop.org/children-in-the-fields/connect-with-cif/


ART   
Ages 10-13 

 
 
 
 
 

1st
 Prize   

Jose E. Macario 
Age: 10 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 
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ART: Ages 10-13 
2nd Prize   
Lizeth Camacena Lopez 
Age: 10 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3rd Prize   
Diego Galaviz Aleman 
Age:  9 
Location: Pearl, MS 



ART   
Ages 14-18 

 
 
 
 
 

1st
 Prize   

Norman Gonzalez Carmona  
Age: 15 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 
 
  



ART: Ages 14-16 
2nd Prize   
Fernanda E. Gutierrez Elizondo 
Age: 15 
Location: Liberty Center, OH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Prize   
Javier A. Soto Gonzalez  
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

 
 
 



ESSAY 
Ages 10-13 

 
 
 
 
 

1st
 Prize   

Selina Naranjo 
Age: 12 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 
 

 
  



ESSAY: Ages 10-13 
2nd Prize   
Alexis S. Ordaz 
Age: 12 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3rd Prize   
Josue G. Martinez Luevano  
Age:  10 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

  



ESSAY   
Ages 14-18 

 
 
 
 
 

1st Prize   
Lizeth Caballero 
Age: 15 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

 

 
  



ESSAY: Ages 14-18 
2nd Prize   
Norman Gonzalez Carmona 
Age: 15 
Location: Bakersfield, CA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For more information about 
Children In the Fields Campaign 
please contact: 
 
Melanie Forti, H&S/CIFC Director 
forti@afop.org    (202) 384-1771 
 
Mireya Lupercio, CIFC Project Manager 
mlupercio@afop.org    (202) 384-1755 
 
Daniel Sheehan, Executive Director 
sheehan@afop.org    (202) 384-1770 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOLLOW US! 

 
@CIFCampaign 

@afophealth 

@AFOPNational 
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